CORPORATION MEMBER PROFILES – July 2009

	Bob Ashton is a business member of the Corporation, is Vice Chair of the Corporation and sits on the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Estates Strategy Committee and Remuneration Committee.  Having gained his LLB, Bob completed his Articles with a leading City law firm and, after spending a number of years in industry, in 1978 he established the firm of Hacking Ashton in Newcastle under Lyme.  Bob has now retired as a practicing solicitor but still works as a part time Employment Tribunal Chair.



	Mark Barrow is the Chief Executive of Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council.  He joined in spring 2007 having previously worked for a variety of district, county, unitary and metropolitan authorities across the country.  Mark has a property background and has been an active member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, holding positions at both a local and national level.   He is an accredited ‘Gateway Review’ team leader and has completed a number of peer reviews for Councils across the country on behalf of the 4’P’s (Public/Private Partnership Programme). Mark is married with two daughters, and originates from Shrewsbury in Shropshire.



	Chris Brownless joined the Corporation in 1997 and since then has served as a member of the Education & Standards Committee, which he now chairs, the Estates Strategy Committee and the Remuneration Committee.   With interests in UK macroeconomic policy and forecasting, Chris has published widely on the North Staffordshire economy and labour market and has also served as the Chair of a School’s Governing Body in Stoke on Trent.    Chris held the post of Director of Partnerships at Staffordshire University until his retirement in 2004.



	Sylvia Butler is a community member.  A former Borough Councillor for the ward in which the College lies and a former Mayor of Newcastle, Sylvia has the interests of the people of Newcastle very close to her heart.     



	Phill Dann is a business member and Vice Chair of the Audit Committee.   On completing his accountancy training, Phill joined Dean Statham, Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors, becoming an equity partner in 1990.  Since then he has advised many businesses and individuals on a wide range of accounting, tax, business and other matters. In addition, he acts as an educational mentor  to other accountancy practices across the UK in delivering tax planning solutions to their clients.   He also regularly presents on this subject.  Phill's outside interests include being a Council member of the North Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce & Industry and he is also Deputy Chair of Finest, the professional services network whose aim is to collectively raise the profile of professional firms in North Staffordshire.

	Karen Dobson originally trained and worked in the NHS.   She moved into FE as a Lecturer in Health and Social Care.   After promotion at Stoke on Trent College she made the move to Newcastle in 2002 where she was appointed as Director of Curriculum & Strategic Planning, a post she held until August 2004 when she became Principal.



	Peter Hooper is Head of Research & Enterprise Services at the University of Keele, heading a unit which spans technology transfer, business engagement, research support and governance.  Prior to joining Keele in late 2007, Peter held a number of senior posts at the University of Southampton including Director of Research Support.  He is a member of the North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership's Enterprise & Innovation Group and of AWM's ERDF Priority 1 Working Group.



	Lynn Jackson is currently Headteacher of Chesterton Community Sports College a post she has held since September 2003.  Prior to this she was Assistant Headteacher at the same school and has previously worked in schools in Walsall.  She is interested in all aspects of education especially increasing the aspirations of students from more disadvantaged areas.



	Gareth Jones chairs the Finance & General Purposes Committee and has been a member of the Corporation since 1992. 

Gareth retired from his position as Head of the Emergency Services Action Team for Liverpool Health Authority in 2007.    He is also a member of the Remuneration Committee and the Estates Strategy Committee.



	Simon Leech, a partner in local law firm Walters and Plaskitt, is a business member and currently serves as Vice Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee. Simon also has experience as a member of the Management Committee of the Newcastle Citizens Advice Bureau.


	Bernard Lovatt is a business member.   Formerly Managing Director of Faraday Technology Ltd. and BAL Broadcast Ltd, he is now a partner in Bernard Lovatt & Associates LLP and is actively involved in encouraging the economic development of the area.   

As an Engineering Ambassador, member of the management committee for STEMNET in Staffordshire and a member of the North West Midlands Network Committee of the Institute of Engineering and Technology Bernard is active in encouraging students to study science, technology, engineering and mathematics.




	Margaret Palmer worked for many years with Michelin Tyre plc, for much of that time working in their Personnel Department.  She came to the College in 2001 as the Human Resources Office Manager and now works within our Employer Engagement Department.    Margaret is the College Support Staff member.



	Lesley Rollason is the Head of Policy and Planning at Staffordshire University.  She has worked in the Higher Education sector for the past 18 years and is now a post graduate student again studying for a Professional Doctorate in Education.  Lesley has served as an elected parent governor at Alsager School and is the Vice-Chair.   She is a member of the College’s Education & Standards Committee and Governor’s representation on the AOC Regional Committee.


	Since 1994, Jim Rowley has been a business member of the Corporation, is currently chair of  the Audit Committee and serves on the Estates Strategy Committee.   

Having qualified as a certified accountant in the mid seventies, Jim held a number of senior finance posts in the NHS before becoming Finance Director of North Staffordshire Health Authority.  Jim has been a Finance Director in the local NHS for the last eighteen years.  He is currently the Director of Finance & Systems Reform at Stoke on Trent Primary Care Trust.  He is an active member of the Healthcare Financial Management Association and currently serves on several national finance committees.



	George Stonier is Chair of the Corporation, which he joined in 1993 as a business member. A Chartered Management Accountant and Company Secretary he joined the Corporation as a Business Member, holding the position of Operations Director at Waterford Wedgwood plc.   
Since his retirement, George has continued his involvement with the company as a Director of the Wedgwood Museum Trust, along with other voluntary roles as a Chamber of Commerce Board Member and a School Trustee. George chairs the Remuneration and the Search Committees and is a member of both the Finance & General Purposes Committee and Education & Standards Committee.



	Jon Winter is the academic staff representative on the Corporation and member of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.   Jon is a Lecturer in Law within the College’s Sixth Form Centre and is a member of the Association of Law Teachers.



	CO-OPTED MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION


	Ray Wyatt, a Chartered Management Accountant and retired Business Services Manager for Midlands Electricity plc., served as a Business Corporation member for 10 years up to 2005. Ray has since continued with his membership of the College’s Audit Committee as an external member, and has also acted as a mentor for under-16 students in need of additional support.   

	Sally Hunter is a member of the Institute of Internal Auditors. She is a risk management and internal controls assurance specialist, currently working as an independent consultant and as a team member of ‘Bee Investigates’, an organisation set up to provide investigation services to sectors including charities, health and education. 
Previously Head of Business Assurance at Aspire Housing Group, she has also spent many years providing internal and external audit services to public sector organisations as a manager in a firm of Chartered Accountants.  




